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September 17, 2009
MONTVILLE WATER RATES ARE GOING TO INCREASE Significantly.
 

 

To all Longview residents,
 

The Montville Water Utility is losing money and must raise both water rates for our home usage and the rates paid for our Condominium sprinkler watering.
 

The current water rate for all users is a flat $5.00 fee every 3 months plus $3.25 per 1,000 gallons of water used. There is no limit on the number of gallons used.
 

There are several NEW RATE proposals being suggested. The one released so far by Montville Township is a "tiered" rate structure.  The proposed tier rates would be based on 1,000 gallon usage.  If you use less than 10,000 gallons per quarter your rate will be the same as the old rate of a $5.00 quarterly flat fee plus the same $3.25 per 1,000 gallons used.  If you use between 11,000 to 40,000 gallons per quarter, the rate would be a $15.00 quarterly flat fee plus $4.00 per 1,000 gallons. Most families would be in the $3.25 or $4.00 tier levels.  There are however, two higher tier levels,  of $5.00 per 1,000 gallons between 40,000 to 50,000 gallons of usage and the highest rate of $6.00 per 1,000 gallons for usage over 50,000 gallons.
 

The highest rate ($6.00 per 1,000 gallons) would be for the Condominium's sprinkler usage which is way over 50,000 gallons in the warmer months. This would result in approximately an 85% increase in the Condominiums' water bills. However, at this time, two Township Committee Members have indicated a willingness to consider billing the Condominiums at a fairer $4.00 rate, which would amount to a 25% increase in the Condominium's water bills.
 

As far as your personal water bills, an example of a 12,000 gallon user who was paying $44 per quarter, at the old rate, would now be paying $55.50 per quarter, or a 26% increase.
 

 The final decisions on the new water rates will be on the agenda at the next Township Meeting on Tuesday September 22nd, beginning at 8 PM.  The final decision on the rates is scheduled to be made that night or at the October 13th meeting. 
 

 I strongly suggest that board members and residents concerned with the proposed increase in our personal water rates as well as the increased condo water sprinkler rates attend the September 22nd Township Committee meeting at Town Hall, 195 Changebridge Road on Tuesday September 22nd, beginning at 8 PM. 
 
Steve Samitt, 
Director and Treasurer, Changebridge at Montville Condominium Association
President, The Coalition of Montville Condominium Associations 
Longview at Montville Management Office:  3 Conklin Drive, Montville, New Jersey   07045   Telephone (973) 299-5220   Fax (973) 334-0498
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